Help Your Campus Celebrate 
the 250th Anniversary of the USA

Your students have the opportunity to think more about their right to vote- that vote you help them with- in 2026, and connect it to its origins.    Many groups are working to provide resources, and here are a few for you to use.  Will you be adding to your website? Noting it in email? Developing events?

Semiquincentennial Etymology:  Semi (half); quin (five); centennial (100th anniversary) 

▪NPR Story on 250 Celebrations Planning

▪U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission: established by an act of Congress to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence.  They are aided by America250.

▪Minnesota America 250 under the Minnesota Historical Society has a great list of resources.

▪American Association for State and Local History

▪Executive Order Forming the Minnesota Committee
In response to a question about Department of Education hopes/ expectations/ mandates around campus recognition of the 250th, Jen Domagal-Goldman, the Executive Director of the ALL IN Campus Democracy Challenge, wrote this:

“This is a great question. My gut about this is as follows:
 
1. I'd seriously encourage college and university campuses to plan to fold commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence into their campus programming in 2026 - tying it, for example, to Constitution Day, and to other nonpartisan civic education and engagement efforts (speaker series, discussion groups, course work) as it's a clear teachable moment about historical documents and processes that has clear bearing on the American experiment in democracy. We're also encouraging campuses to think about the semiquincentennial in their 2026 action plans. 
 
2. I expect that institutions of higher education, especially public institutions, will be encouraged to do so - by their states and potentially the federal government though, potentially, the Department of Education.
 
3. I don't currently expect an unfunded mandate like Constitution Day as that was passed into law in a bill in the early 2000s by Congress (WV's Senator Byrd, then at least one of the longest serving Senators and one that always carried a pocket sized Constitution with him and was known for handing them out (Can you tell I wrote a policy memo about this unfunded mandate in grad school?)- was behind it). It's possible there will be small amounts of funding through state 250th committees and other avenues.
 
I hope this helps - ALL IN is currently about to announce a cohort of 25ish students who will be part of our LEAD 250 Fellowship working on campus-based projects as they learn about nonpartisan engagement in our democracy. 
 
Other places to look for ideas and support include: 
[image: ] 
▪https://historymadebyus.org/youth250
▪https://america250.org/
▪https://www.si.edu/250
 
All the best,

Jen”
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