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Fighting fraudulent filings

Hello and welcome to another edition of our Business Services

newsletter. Minnesota is a great place to do business, and as your

Secretary of State, I'm committed to keeping it that way. I'm excited to

announce an important development that gives our office the power to

stop business fraud in its tracks. A new law in Minnesota, which was

proposed and supported by our office, empowers our Business Services

division to work with business owners to terminate fraudulent filings -

- a type of scheme when someone unknown to a business owner uses

the business identity to open lines of credit or otherwise illegitimately

engage in financial transactions without the knowledge of the owner. This type of fraud can
be devastating for businesses, potentially leading to unauthorized loans and bank accounts,
and misuse of government funds.

This program will take effect in January 2026. Any time, please don’t hesitate to reach out to
our office with any questions about setting up your business. We appreciate everyone who
runs a business in our state and contributes to our great entrepreneurial spirit.

(Mave (Ponnn

Steve Simon, Secretary of State




Minnesota Business Snapshot Reports are
now available

The Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State now offers two new reports based on
Minnesota Business Snapshot (MBS) survey data. Launched in 2016 by Secretary Simon, the
MBS survey has collected voluntary information from nearly 800,000 registered Minnesota
businesses. The data gathered by this five-question survey makes it easier and more
convenient for business owners to identify potential partners, for consumers to target their
spending, and for the public and educational institutions to better understand the economic
and demographic makeup of our state’s business community.

The two reports, updated daily, offer insights on business entities by community and
industry, and a summary of survey responses, providing valuable resources for identifying
potential partnerships and understanding the state's economic makeup.
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Survey Says Business Entities by Community &

Industry
A report that summarizes all MBS survey

data, offering a broad view of Minnesota’s An interactive tool to search and filter MBS
business landscape. survey data by location, community
demographics, and industry type.



https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.mn.gov%2Fbusiness-liens%2Fbusiness-liens-data%2Fsnapshot-reports%2F/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/c08SxJibPYFWmdPyMICeZBKaa-GpXF1S174ZyLD8Lz0=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.mn.gov%2Fbusiness-liens%2Fbusiness-liens-data%2Fsurvey-says%2F/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/iVf2olFWhy8yX8CsgpfZq1YnN-XAHp-stx35hA56BR0=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.mn.gov%2Fbusiness-liens%2Fbusiness-liens-data%2Fbusiness-entities-by-community-and-industry%2F/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/SBgBzKhAS2bRjJyO5_SOZOBdYcRkuNLNrrBXsL_3EFI=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.mn.gov%2Fbusiness-liens%2Fbusiness-liens-data%2Fbusiness-entities-by-community-and-industry%2F/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/SBgBzKhAS2bRjJyO5_SOZOBdYcRkuNLNrrBXsL_3EFI=419

Remember to renew!

The deadline to renew your business is December 31, 2025. All
registered businesses and nonprofits must renew their filing each
calendar year — and for most businesses, it's free. You can renew
at any time during the year, so there's no need to wait until
December!

Visit our website for simple, step-by-step instructions to check if
you need to renew and how to complete the process.

If your business has been dissolved or is inactive, you can also find information on reinstating
at sos.mn.gov/reinstate.

Reminder: Be wary of solicitations and official-looking mail

Business owners in Minnesota have reported receiving official-looking mail from third-party
companies implying that they must pay a fee to complete filings for business renewals or to
comply with reporting requirements.

Please note that many filings can be completed through our office for free or at a lower
cost than what is being offered. You can view the fees associated with various filings handled
by our office at sos.mn.gov/fees.

The Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State will never send renewal notices or
correspondence by mail, nor does it issue Dealer License Certificates. Our office will only
send annual courtesy emails about renewing your business.

Learn More

Need to visit us in-person?

If you ever visited our public counter in person way back
when, you might remember taking a number and waiting ; -
your turn. That’s a thing of the past! This is a reminder

that we are appointment-only to help keep things

running smoothly.

You can book a time online at
sos.mn.gov/appointment. Please note: spots open
up 14 days in advance.



https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fsos.mn.gov%2Frenew/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/5LkPeqlnJ6rsv3AqiLN5rizJxOwzCEKRXdiErx4jf9U=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.mn.gov%2Freinstate/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/3Y86LFreR1KP8bPLpG3rs4ISSByjaDcT4Iu1JmuaMYE=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fsos.mn.gov%2Ffees/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/NlI5GE7-sWfmWLCZ-1btTN37i_nQv1sDNlKHCsY88xU=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.ag.state.mn.us%2FConsumer%2FPublications%2FBusinessComplianceSolicitationScams.asp/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/xMSYW3NY-tgSVf6w1O_M6HUI1dwUL2aHPGg8dwKFrQQ=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Foutlook.office365.com%2Fbook%2FOSSAppointments@mn365.onmicrosoft.com%2F%3Fismsaljsauthenabled=true/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/JrMxQDZUjmO0KTQScOejoeZSaiD1z8B1g2yGejwaO9g=419
https://sos.mn.gov/appointment
https://sos.mn.gov/fees
https://sos.mn.gov/reinstate

Free on-site safety consultation services

Did you know? Employers can request a free on-site safety

. and health consultation.
Free on-site safety

consultation Minnesota OSHA (MNOSHA) Workplace Safety Consultation,
services. at no cost, helps employers that want to learn how to improve
safety and health at their worksite.

31 ) i MNOSHA Workplace Safety Consultation (WSC) works with

employers and employees to solve safety and health problems
before they occur. It offers free on-site consultation services, upon request, to help
employers improve their safety and health records and lower accident costs. MNOSHA WSC
consultants help employers recognize hazards, make recommendations for solving problems,
and suggest other sources of help that are available. The visit by a consultant is scheduled for
a mutually agreeable time and can encompass the entire site, a piece of machinery, or a
specific work operation.

Contact MNOSHA Workplace Safety Consultation at osha.consultation@state.mn.us, 651-
284-5060, or 800-657-3776.

Support for small businesses & startups

Check out these resources from DEED’s Office of Small
Business and Innovation, created to help startups and m

small businesses succeed. EMPLOYMENT AND
ECOMOMIC DEVELOPMENT

DEED is Minnesota's economic development agency,
offering programs to support business growth, attract new companies, and provide resources
to help small businesses thrive.

Consulting & Education: Get no-cost business counseling through Small Business
Development Centers (SBDC), support from funded organizations across
Minnesota, and assistance for tech startups via Launch Minnesota.

Funding Opportunities: Access grants, loans, and financial programs through an
interactive guide.

Stay Connected: Join the Minnesota Monthly Small Business Call and explore the
Statewide Calendar for events and opportunities.

Get in Touch: Call 800-310-8323, email smallbusiness@state.mn.us, complete the
intake form, or explore the Guide to Starting a Business in MN.



https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dli.mn.gov%2Fabout-department%2Four-areas-service%2Fminnesota-osha-workplace-safety-consultation/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/cfAdt4ERZh6HJx6kv3WX6Zj4sX2VsUfYuR6Q5pIEOtE=419
mailto:osha.consultation@state.mn.us
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.exploreminnesota.com%2Fbusiness%2Fstart-grow-business/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/Q3sJuCHg72lbq9lAEGlZzIjQ3dp5GPj0HS3vfkblc0s=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.exploreminnesota.com%2Fbusiness%2Fstart-grow-business/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/Q3sJuCHg72lbq9lAEGlZzIjQ3dp5GPj0HS3vfkblc0s=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmn.gov%2Fdeed%2Fbusiness%2Fhelp%2Fsbdc%2F/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/Leqne0qwU1synsVvAkfbhEbwN2kyd6dlLWYxTEsSFbo=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmn.gov%2Fdeed%2Fbusiness%2Fhelp%2Fsbdc%2F/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/Leqne0qwU1synsVvAkfbhEbwN2kyd6dlLWYxTEsSFbo=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmn.gov%2Fdeed%2Fjoinusmn%2Fdoing-business-here%2Fgrow-your-business%2Fsupport%2F/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/l-Z_BH1jpKXt2uO2taHTavtdVa8TwYmMWMS1yIyVrkQ=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmn.gov%2Flaunchmn%2F/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/v_OPA-s5ixvqKcsqWq6z8mPgYMS049TZ-t8pp07A7OM=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmn.gov%2Fdeed%2Fjoinusmn%2Fdoing-business-here%2Fgrow-your-business%2Fcapital%2F/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/sgoMKPi5EzGaYHE3LJ7_i8Qcky6zAA8CMwYmB5FE9p8=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmn.gov%2Fdeed%2Fbusiness%2Fhelp%2Fsbao%2Fsmall-business-call%2F/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/WTrqebDQPv4ygoneyEMwRA2wFmbc-ZB67neRfVbr65g=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmn.gov%2Flaunchmn%2Fcalendar%2F/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/lyPKsgIjMI64T8n10Ev-UHe18qFEM_hjF2bvkjNN-ks=419
mailto:smallbusiness@state.mn.us
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fsurveys.mn.gov%2Finterview%2F90715141-1db3-434c-9457-0f5a8f112c2e/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/EsCkXpkflw-VvOiDIBlQY0cuQSq05fX2UU4UKZv7YpU=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fonline.flippingbook.com%2Flink%2F630654%2F/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/3YR8X3kacY8ocFoP46EFFf-XjzWS36d0_ib80iDXLFM=419
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We want your feedback

Do you have any questions about registering, renewing, or anything else related to Business

Services? Please share them with us! The survey is anonymous, and we appreciate your

Feedback Form

feedback.

Multilingual resources available

Did you know? We offer business information in 11 languages:
Espafiol Hmoob  Soomaali Tiéng Viét Pycckuit  HA3Z

AICE WwIFID90 181 m@err%g Afaan Oromo

Stay in touch! Follow Business Services on Instagram

for business reminders, resources, and education from @' @mnsecofstate
our office: @mnsecofstate

Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State

BUSINESS SERVICES

CONTACT BUSINESS SERVICES: NEWSLETTER OPTIONS:

sos.mn.gov | Email us | 651-296-2803 | Make an appointment Manage Preferences | Unsubscribe | Contact the Office | Help


https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fg%2FPMJVercC8E/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/hwlUox0vlALZ-HnT7ZUP5QRR6cHUN7LGu_4fsXi32AI=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.mn.us%2Fbusiness-liens%2Fspanish/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/Vs1FcH1YHFMwMAelvd8mq7megpDNYHxdQ4QAcCXbVAM=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.mn.us%2Fbusiness-liens%2Fhmong/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/QiiWDQ5dwEmTzaCj-SqWaa_40SLHsylsjCLHDxtYsM8=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.mn.us%2Fbusiness-liens%2Fsomali/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/Br0UGz5h_xAA0QeCDn02xWo-rowUT24Y1x36a9li8oM=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.mn.us%2Fbusiness-liens%2Fvietnamese/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/KmKeO1NRwSWDGpuzvbNSsu35z7KlZEyl_c8TA288GTk=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.mn.us%2Fbusiness-liens%2Frussian/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/bzBFfDB_LLCGaFYFcjnE0t9tdKW9SqZU0164WRl-8YM=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.mn.us%2Fbusiness-liens%2Fchinese/1/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/jjV2iJ0VuFOXdoUNkzLe9nzgdy6jKpIbim46s6Li72A=419
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https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.mn.us%2Fbusiness-liens%2Flao/2/01010198e1af44d7-0ee4fc38-3021-40a2-bec1-720b8a785b6a-000000/FkUH2LzfvYTgB1yyFzKI0CadzGJNoQ8Ni0q7ASKUJR4=419
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