Outline of College Event: Mock Election with Speaker and Voter Registration

Normandale Community College Student senate put on a fabulous elections-education event in February of 2024.  It included a number of parts that fit well together, appealed to different types of students, and covered so much of the how-to and the why of voting and elections.

Event Times: 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Agenda:
1. 11:00 am to 11:30 am: Opening of the event and student presentations.
1. 11:30 am to 12:00 pm: Secretary Simon arrives (11:30) and mingles with students, providing an informal opportunity to interact and share insights.
1. 12 to 1 pm: Secretary Simon delivers his address, focusing on civic engagement and the importance of voting, Q&A session, facilitated by Secretary Simon.

Ongoing: 
1) Student Mock Election (Student Senate members)
Students entered the space which was set up much like a polling place (greeting table, check-in, ballots, voting booths, ballot box) which students go through step by step (the food was available after the ballot box!).  
As students enter, they are greeted at a Greeting Table, answer event questions, point out the registration table and how the event worked.  Students shifted down to a check-in table, where they were given a ballot slip, and sent down to the ballot table.  There were two things: 1) a mock ballot (adapted from a real sample ballot, giving it an authentic look and an idea of what a real ballot looks like) and a handout of both Presidential Nominating Primary ballots in miniature on a single page. (Organizers chose not to make the mock ballot political and ask that students vote possibly without having done research into the candidates.)  Students then moved to a voting booth (your county or city may be able to lend you some for the event), filled out their State Fair Foods Mock Ballot, and when complete, deposited it in the ballot box.  (Votes were tabulated by the organizers after the event and-in a great piece of post-event marketing- announced the results to the student body as a whole- with a link to the OSS Elections website- along with a plug to register and vote.

2) Voter Registration Table (League of Women Voters)
Local League members offered online voter registration on laptops/tablets, paper voter registration, QR code for phone registration, lots of elections information, polling place finder, absentee voting details, and more.


