
 

 

  

 

MN Cup applications are now open! 
Welcome to another edition of our Business Services 

Newsletter. One of the most important roles of the Office of 
the Secretary of State is serving as a gateway for 
entrepreneurs in Minnesota. For anyone who wants to start 
a business, we’re the first stop in the process. In that spirit, I 
want to make sure you know about MN Cup, a partnership
hosted at the University of Minnesota’s Carlson School of 
Business to inspire and invigorate our startup community. Since 2005, MN Cup has given out 
over $5 million in prize money, as business owners engage in education, mentorship, and the 

chance to win seed money to help their ideas grow. I encourage everyone who’s interested in 

accelerating their business to take a look! 

Thanks for reading our newsletter, and don’t hesitate to reach out with comments and 

suggestions about how we’re doing as we serve Minnesota business owners. 

Steve Simon, Secretary of State 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcarlsonschool.umn.edu%2Fmn-cup/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/ygcqixQqD7N3YUy-sIwMaQLRDxFOrdLRK_MJTrLPGAA=398


Get ahead on business & license renewals 

Each April, our office is flooded with contractors and remodelers who need to renew their 
business so they can then renew their license through the Department of Labor and 

Industry (DLI). If this could be you, don’t fret! Renewing is easy! 

License renewals for residential building contractors and remodelers in Minnesota are due 

by March 31, following a two-year cycle. First things first—make sure your business filing with 

the Minnesota Secretary of State: 

is active, 
and that your business name appears exactly the same on all documents. If you’ve 

changed your business structure (like switching from a sole proprietorship to an LLC), 
you’ll need to file the new entity and apply for a new license. 

Renewal fees depend on gross annual receipts, and there’s a $90 late fee if you miss the 

deadline—plus, expired licenses mean no building permits! So, get everything in order early 

to avoid headaches. 

Renew Your Business DLI Licensing Info 

Public benefit corporations: 

Remember to file your annual benefit report by March 31, 2025, 
or you’ll have to pay a fee to reinstate your status as a PBC – up 

to $520. 

You can now file the annual benefit report online! Other options 

include filing by mail or in person (by appointment). Check your 
official email address or mail for more information from our 
office about filing. 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dli.mn.gov%2F/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/t32Hm_MUrmiryA7QhnRV56wHRrnFfmBVFZEdlAT6Zgs=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dli.mn.gov%2F/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/t32Hm_MUrmiryA7QhnRV56wHRrnFfmBVFZEdlAT6Zgs=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.mn.gov%2Fbusiness-liens%2Frenewals%2F/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/QPzgXA4WxhkkXY6scGXXbPfYmb3WEfzPddooIWy1SaI=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dli.mn.gov%2Flicense/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/eU5xAmR-gdR_DFRSKtI8MIMwx-P8LYx5DR0I9QsCDns=398


 

 

  

DLI: Workers’ compensation information 

While we're at it - here's some more information that the 

Department of Labor and Industry would like you to know: 

Who needs workers' compensation
coverage?

Minnesota law requires all employers to either purchase 

workers' compensation insurance to provide benefits to their employees for work-related 

injuries or obtain approval from the Minnesota Department of Commerce permitting self-
insurance upon proof of the employer's financial ability to do so. 

No minimum employees

There is no minimum number of employees an employer must have before insurance is 

required; therefore, an employer with only one part-time employee generally must provide 

coverage. Several penalties may be assessed against employers that fail to properly insure 

their employees. 

What are employees?

Employees are generally defined as people performing services for another, for hire, including 

minors, part-time workers and workers who are not citizens. Information about limited 

exceptions to mandatory coverage are explained in a workers' compensation 

insurance fact sheet. 

View more information about workers’ compensation insurance requirements on the 

Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry website. 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dli.mn.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpdf%2Ffact_sheet_scf.pdf/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/BfoznsYikNZRzR7oWzHj5TATTueg3FUqMvHhBPbDkao=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dli.mn.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpdf%2Ffact_sheet_scf.pdf/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/BfoznsYikNZRzR7oWzHj5TATTueg3FUqMvHhBPbDkao=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dli.mn.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpdf%2Ffact_sheet_scf.pdf/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/BfoznsYikNZRzR7oWzHj5TATTueg3FUqMvHhBPbDkao=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dli.mn.gov%2Fbusiness%2Fworkers-compensation%2Fwork-comp-who-needs-workers-compensation-coverage/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/YBolCLhe-kM-u7SAumC7HJkBWuFPqSDrcbkibJ3pTgs=398


Minnesota business filings surge in 2024 

2024 was a big year for business in Minnesota! Here's a look 

at some of our filing data from last year: 

Total business filings increased 27.9% since 2019, reaching 

597,077 in 2024. 

Online filings dominated, making up 94% of total filings 

(563,347 online, 24,101 by mail, 9,629 in person). 

New entity filings grew 36.6% since 2019. 

The most popular entity type was the Minnesota Limited Liability Company (LLC) with 

59,964 filings. 

More graphics breaking down this data are available on our Instagram! 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fp%2FDF6LfDjxNwE%2F%3Futm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet%26igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==/2/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/DZ7UMOULUcV2CISs5adzb4cFCm7racGOXIE9kImPD0Y=398


 

  

 

  

Support for small businesses & startups 

Check out these resources from DEED’s Office of Small
Business and Innovation, created to help startups and
small businesses succeed. 

DEED is Minnesota's economic development agency, 
offering programs to support business growth, attract new companies, and provide resources 

to help small businesses thrive. 

Consulting & Education: Get no-cost business counseling through Small Business 

Development Centers (SBDC), support from funded organizations across 

Minnesota, and assistance for tech startups via Launch Minnesota. 

Funding Opportunities: Access grants, loans, and financial programs through an 

interactive guide. 

Stay Connected: Join the Minnesota Monthly Small Business Call and explore the 

Statewide Calendar for events and opportunities. 

Get in Touch: Call 800-310-8323, email smallbusiness@state.mn.us, complete the 

intake form, or explore the Guide to Starting a Business in MN. 

CareerForce Employer Engagement Specialists

Minnesota employers needing workforce assistance are encouraged to reach out to DEED's 

team of employer engagement specialists. The employer engagement specialists can connect 
you with the candidates you need because they work in collaboration with employment 
training providers across the state and with CareerForce job counseling staff who together 
serve thousands of Minnesota job seekers every month. They can also connect you with 

additional DEED experts, including workforce strategy consultants, specialists in hiring 

veterans and people with disabilities, and labor market information analysts, as well as other 
valuable resources for recruitment, hiring and retention. 

Contact the employer engagement specialist team today at 
employer.engagement.deed@state.mn.us 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.exploreminnesota.com%2Fbusiness%2Fstart-grow-business/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/QFJgSeVLQi1rVC0LNG_V2aZRS4MPJMXGnrtLDiPurVU=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.exploreminnesota.com%2Fbusiness%2Fstart-grow-business/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/QFJgSeVLQi1rVC0LNG_V2aZRS4MPJMXGnrtLDiPurVU=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmn.gov%2Fdeed%2Fbusiness%2Fhelp%2Fsbdc%2F/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/ArZ0sKAHOrsPPll2dWYS-5xj7QbQqdJ3Qgr9VrdWpcM=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmn.gov%2Fdeed%2Fbusiness%2Fhelp%2Fsbdc%2F/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/ArZ0sKAHOrsPPll2dWYS-5xj7QbQqdJ3Qgr9VrdWpcM=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmn.gov%2Fdeed%2Fjoinusmn%2Fdoing-business-here%2Fgrow-your-business%2Fsupport%2F/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/8tcl4kHwkqjwf9acjYRG4eTBhMwJ1WX51MFYKFot_4E=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmn.gov%2Flaunchmn%2F/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/oY9Cr5sJb2Ej1p6EluVMkBaZ3YNlaFBrXGvolwPjQPo=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmn.gov%2Fdeed%2Fjoinusmn%2Fdoing-business-here%2Fgrow-your-business%2Fcapital%2F/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/OV6l4fyOebtbpCgmhD8wzIHoynrb_p9iXGZniBtWDAk=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmn.gov%2Fdeed%2Fbusiness%2Fhelp%2Fsbao%2Fsmall-business-call%2F/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/0oRsm2uniIwIxUiXEyRorX18qySCuEDGbkAD7Emsvro=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmn.gov%2Flaunchmn%2Fcalendar%2F/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/M8XVRRVEgwXy3Ad0k5AVtNh8SzhTvjXQ4JzwtDlFC3E=398
mailto:smallbusiness@state.mn.us
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fsurveys.mn.gov%2Finterview%2F90715141-1db3-434c-9457-0f5a8f112c2e/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/UvExMAcikVqh-JJnedW8iZcC63omSrrtCQUDoGZgZDs=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fonline.flippingbook.com%2Flink%2F630654%2F/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/5oN9-7QUJGCbssVosefRH8EUueaqQzGuTz5gDWrW4SI=398
mailto:employer.engagement.deed@state.mn.us
mailto:employer.engagement.deed@state.mn.us
mailto:employer.engagement.deed@state.mn.us
mailto:smallbusiness@state.mn.us


  

We want your feedback 

We’re creating a new FAQ section for our website and would love your input! Do you have 

any questions about registering, renewing, or anything else related to Business Services? 

Please share them with us! The survey is anonymous, and we appreciate your feedback. 

Feedback Form 

Multilingual resources available 

Did you know? We offer business information in 11 languages: 

Español Hmoob Soomaali Tiếng Việt Pусский 中文 

አማርኛ ພາສາລາວ ែខ� រ ကညီ Afaan Oromoကျိာ် 

Stay in touch! Follow Business Services on Instagram 

for business reminders, resources, and education from 

our office: @mnsecofstate 

CONTACT BUSINESS SERVICES:  NEWSLETTER OPTIONS:

 sos.mn.gov | Email us | 651-296-2803  | Make an appointment  Manage Preferences  | Unsubscribe  | Contact the Office | Help

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fg%2FPMJVercC8E/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/F9adgU8CyRONIz3K14W58mJTLQQEcEnwp7Bv92uNFG8=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.mn.us%2Fbusiness-liens%2Fspanish/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/aCzKinm2VBIcRzzhysD-MRr-Se2swC-HpZgDo5sCOE0=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.mn.us%2Fbusiness-liens%2Fhmong/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/aOIg5Q2-dWIVYVpmBMk8qWKFZSGpUELOSOMmImCW4Q8=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.mn.us%2Fbusiness-liens%2Fsomali/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/rRYzPdVpx6iY7WRHehr0adsVXy0bUDt0wBaX27Go5mI=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.mn.us%2Fbusiness-liens%2Fvietnamese/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/4nYUqtSoE0Y5jLq4jUjnSOnsOblz8WsE2_O7Z4eErJs=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.mn.us%2Fbusiness-liens%2Frussian/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/5e6nNen2IMnN3swTFq4sWXd94O54p8hffEl_kyM4oK0=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.mn.us%2Fbusiness-liens%2Fchinese/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/ZULrkWIdSQb4pIivErSc_SA3CmLkAN5Nv5Ti0aqJz18=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.mn.us%2Fbusiness-liens%2Famharic/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/HeMXe6a8taoZxFvwP-JYHSXWRV3iCXVsH9HiUKV6-kY=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.mn.us%2Fbusiness-liens%2Flao/2/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/SxGUfFfmXrnZsC4swG8ppF6nkIIab0_14xu985bzNZU=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.mn.us%2Fbusiness-liens%2Fkhmer/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/mSWiDzZuvCtTEMNE4A6FU1qXrjfYsOpT4Rw2q6dqPL4=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.mn.us%2Fbusiness-liens%2Fkaren/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/PSiir7MTpzceYqbmJE4ktY7nJ6tFBiJ68FptI7VZiOc=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.mn.us%2Fbusiness-liens%2Foromo/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/x68U90IQnwZ0-ZxqeOj_XW6JC23koGa3ijlP4TtNrdY=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fmnsecofstate/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/Zked5t1fU3TpTQoF8QcNMQGYKTRI-2_ZjlI08TTb8q8=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fmnsecofstate/2/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/rUbBuETM-lZfnxP3V3v4t20VGbdYh6o7FqhKGUPx-6I=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fmnsecofstate/2/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/rUbBuETM-lZfnxP3V3v4t20VGbdYh6o7FqhKGUPx-6I=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sos.mn.gov%2F/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/8kuiOsLwf5Ck7ibU_JB5LCRBe_Da7WNRCxq39yWbZ-E=398
mailto:business.services@state.mn.us
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/tel:651-296-2803/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/6cjNm1ryqYFgMiXL5mES2LqvRFnA7VoSRevj3moDPfY=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Foutlook.office365.com%2Fbook%2FOSSAppointments@mn365.onmicrosoft.com%2F/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/ypDAaHfuHY00Y_BGbibPxzmPCzfIrt1UnKPozjJyWGI=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FMNSOS%2Fsubscriber%2Fedit%3Fpreferences=true%23tab1/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/f_YTV5q2pvlIKc1uzPJ6uO2i9BTTBVSvtvCScZu0T6E=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FMNSOS%2Fsubscriber%2Fedit%3Fpreferences=true%23tab1/2/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/08JDodYXdPVZyWBc4y0peNtJB2BgIwV5lWgxDFaLdVQ=398
mailto:business.services@state.mn.us
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fsubscriberhelp.govdelivery.com%2F/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/5T9If7V3H10bBBzjpLg4DKJdFM0nAbXhxgmWFRMsbgo=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fsubscriberhelp.granicus.com%2F/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/nWXriKTXbnyg4-sJ7vMY4c3jOFFpXPL7ptSu_lbacaI=398
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fsubscriberhelp.granicus.com%2F/1/01010195ec925ba3-b395d8e5-76e6-40d6-9b04-6392a5633717-000000/nWXriKTXbnyg4-sJ7vMY4c3jOFFpXPL7ptSu_lbacaI=398
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